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SUBJECT: PRIVATE SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT REPORTEDLY REPLACED 

1 . EMBASSY HAS HEARD FROM TWO INDEPENDENT SOURCES THAT 
ELIUD MATHU, WHO HAS BEEN PRIVATE SECRETARY TO PRESIDENT 
KENYATTA FOR MOST OF LAST 13 YEARS, HAS BEEN REPLACED. SOURCES 
DIFFER PREDICTABLY, HOWEVER, ON WHAT WAS BEHIND REPLACEMENT. 
EX-NATION EDITOR GEORGE GITHII, WHO SUPPORTS VP MOI. TOLD 
CHARGE THAT MATHU RESIGNED ON HIS OWN INITIATIVE RECENTLY. 

BUT LUO SOURCE CLOSE TO EX- VP OGINGA ODINGA AND A MEMBER OF 
ANTI-MOI GROUP SAYS MATHU WAS FIRED AS RESULT OF AGITATION 

BY MAMA NGINA AND OTHERS IN PRESIDENTIAL ENTOURAGE, WHO 
ALLEGEDLY DISCOVERED HE (MATHU) HAD BEEN PASSING INSIDE 
INFORMATION TO VP MOL ACCORDING TO LUO SOURCE, MATHU WAS 
REPLACED AS OF MAY 20 BY MICHAEL NJENGA, DEPUTY PERMANENT 
SECRETARY IN OFFICE OF PRESIDENT. 

2. WHILE MATHU AS PRIVATE SECRETARY BLENDED INTO WOODWORK 
AND NEVER PUBLICLY APPEARED TO SEEK TO ESTABLISH HIMSELF 
AS POWER BROKER, FACT REMAINS THAT POSITION PROVIDES 
CONSTANT ACCESS TO PRESIDENT AND SOME CONTROL OVER WHOM 
HE SEES AND DOES NOT SEE. MATHU HAD AN IMPRESSIVE CAREER IN 
HIS OWN RIGHT PRIOR TO BECOMING KENYATTA'S PRIVATE 
SECRETARY. HE READ HISTORY AT BALLIOL COLLEGE, OXFORD, 

IN LATE 30 S, BECAME FIRST AFRICAN MEMBER OF KENYA 
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL IN 1944, AND WAS CHIEF UN REP IN 
KATANGA IN 1952. IT IS MORE THAN LIKELY THAT OVER THE 
YEARS HE PLAYED A MORE SUBSTANTIVE ROLE THAN HE IS 
GENERALLY CREDITED WITH. 

3. MICHAEL NGENGA, A KIKUYU, WAS A DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
IV GRANTEE IN 1974. SINCE HIS RETURN HE HAS BEEN 
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EXTREMELY HELPFUL IN SETTING UP PROVINCIAL AND DISTRICT 
COMMISSIONER ASPECTS OF EMBASSY'S CULTURAL PROGRAM. 

EMBOFFS WHO HAVE DEALT WITH NJENGA CONSIDER HIM HIGHLY IN- 
TELLIGENT AND ARTICULATE. HE IS DEMONSTRABLY FRIENDLY 
TO U.S. 

4. EMBASSY ASSUMES REPORTS OF MATHU'S REPLACEMENT 
ARE ACCURATE, BUT DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER, IN FACT, HE 
WAS FIRED. BOTH PRO- AND ANTI-MOI GROUPS ARE SO QUICK 
TO PUT COLORATION FAVORABLE TO THEM ON EVERY POLITICAL 
AND QUASI-POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT THAT TRUTH OFTEN 
DISAPPEARS AMIDST PROPAGANDA. 
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